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Israeli consul driven from stage by protesters

NATIONAL
U.S. nearing war
with Afghanistan
WASHINGTON — After
campaigning on the promise to
end one war, President Barack
Obama is preparing to escalate
another. Obama’s dual stance
on the two wars is not lost
on congressional Democrats,
many of whom also ran on
anti-war platforms. In coming
weeks, they expect to have
to consider spending tens of
billions of dollars needed for
combat, including a buildup of
troops in Afghanistan.
Recession sending more
students to community
colleges
CONCORD, N.H. — Parents
daunted by the cost of
four-year universities and
laid-off workers looking for
more training are turning
to community colleges like
never before. Enrollment
has increased 20 percent at
several two-year schools. But
community colleges aren’t
exactly cheering: Tuition
doesn’t come close to covering
costs, and the state funds
used to make up the difference
are drying up.

INTERNATIONAL
‘Slumdog’ named best
picture at UK film awards
LONDON -- Rags-to-riches
story “Slumdog Millionaire”
continued its fairy-tale journey
Sunday, winning seven prizes,
including best picture, at
the British Academy Film
Awards and sealing its place
as favorite for the Oscars later
this month. “Slumdog,” Danny
Boyle’s film about a Mumbai
street boy’s rise from poverty
to game-show triumph, went
into the ceremony with 11
nominations.
108 killed in
Australian wildfires
HEALESVILLE, Australia —
Entire towns have been wiped
out by wildfires raging through
southeastern Australia,
burning people in their homes
and cars in the deadliest blaze
in the country’s history. The
number of dead stands at 108,
a grim toll that rose almost by
the hour as officials reached
further into the fire zone.
— Associated Press

PHOTOS BY CARLOS A. MORENO / Spartan Daily
Rawan Kaddoura, 20, a Mission College student, and pro-Palestenian audience members line up to ask and yell at Israeli
consul general Akiva Tor for deaths in Gaza Strip at a Spartans for Israel open forum event at the Student Union on Thursday night.
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EVENT

Some students give consul
general a frosty reception
HANK DREW
Staff Writer

“Liar!”
“Free Palestine!”
These shouts led to the Israeli consul general, Akiva Tor,
being whisked away by UPD
as Palestinian supporters reacted to Tor’s explanation of
the blockade in Gaza.
Tor, consul general of Israel
to the Pacific Northwest region, was invited by Spartans
for Israel and the Global Studies Club Thursday night to
speak on the current situation
in Gaza only to be forced off
stage by an angry crowd.

Diana Nguyen, vice president of communications for
Students for Israel, said she was
not surprised the event turned
ugly.
“It was exactly what I expected it to be,” said Nguyen,
a junior criminal justice studies
major.
She said the group had
planned to have Tor answer 20
questions from the audience
and wanted to have an open
dialog with all students.
“The way people were acting was pretty much making us
feel it was impossible,” she said.

See TALK, page 2

Q&A session cut short
by protests, rowdy crowd
JULIANNE SHAPIRO
Staff Writer

Israeli Consul General Akiva Tor listens in
frustration as he is accused of being a liar by
Palestinian groups Thursday night.

ENGINEERING

Latino student group show local
youth a scientific ‘extravaganza’
ANDREA MUNIZ
Staff Writer

Scientists aren’t born, they’re
built.
That’s what the sign hanging outside of the Student Union Barrett
Ballroom stated at the kids’ Science
Extravaganza event Saturday.
After four months of planning,
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more than 500 students and 70 volunteers attended the extravaganza, said
Adrianna Aguilar, event chair and vice
president for Society of Latino Engineers and Scientists.
Although a lot of work went into
organizing the event, Aguilar said that
in the end, it is always rewarding.

See SCIENCE, page 3

SPARTAN DAILY ONLINE
Podcast: Should smoking be banned on
campus?
Audio Slideshow: Check out photos and audio of the Spartans’ 89-83 loss against Boise
State on Saturday.
Video: Watch what happened at last week’s
discussion with the Israeli Consul General.

In a scene that was
more a mad house than a
discussion, Akiva Tor, consul general for Israel to the
Pacific Northwest region,
was unable to finish his
discussion about the conflict in the Gaza Strip in
the Student Union Thursday night.
The moderator of the
event, Frances Edwards,
ended the discussion 15
minutes early as audience
members turned their
questions into pro-Palestinian speeches, while call-

ing him a liar and heckling
at him. More than half of
the 130 people in attendance supported the Palestinian cause.
“I think it was very disappointing that we couldn’t
have intellectual discourse
in a polite environment,”
said Frances Edwards, a
political science associate
professor.
Tor discussed two topics, the election of Israel’s
next prime minister on
Feb. 10 and the conflict in
Gaza, before taking questions from the audience.

See TOR, page 2

BUDGET

Faculty, students talk cuts with admin
MICHAEL LE ROY
Staff Writer

Faculty and students got the chance to
ask SJSU President Jon Whitmore about the
state’s budget shortfall and its impact on the
university at an open forum on Thursday.
Whitmore said the state is currently facing
a budget shortfall in excess of $42 billion over
the next two years. “Our driving goal remains
to maintain the quality of education,” he said.

PHOTO BLOG
See videos and more photos of last
Thursday’s Spartans for Israel discussion,
with Israeli Consul General, Avika Tor.
Photo Editor Carlos Moreno talks about
his experiences during last week’s IsraelPalestine forum through his photographic
lens.

Six million dollars were cut from SJSU’s
budget, Whitmore said, and students and faculty should not expect more cuts to the budget for the rest of the school year, which ends
in mid-June.
To help reduce strain on the university’s
budget, Whitmore said 3,000 fewer new students will be admitted in the fall.
“A 3,000 student reduction is equivalent to

See BUDGET, page 2
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Senior business majors Stephanie Choy and Moninth Cheas participate in a Sigma Omicron Pi Sorority pie-throwing fundraiser in front of the Student Union Wednesday
afternoon. Proceeds go toward an avante-garde fashion show to raise money for the Greek’s Capture-A-Dream elementary school classroom donation.

SANDRA SANTOS / Spartan Daily

TOR Spoke for 15 minutes before

TALK ‘There were people quoting Gandhi

taking questions from crowd

for five minutes,’ says club president

you want to talk over the speaker,
you cannot learn from him.”
One audience member told
everyone to let Tor finish so they
would have time to come to questions.
Tor then finished his speech
saying he wants peace with the
Palestinian people. Some members of the audience clapped. Tor
then addressed questions from the
audience.
Edwards let five students near
the stage to ask their questions. A
couple of the students who were
picked to ask questions had previously interrupted him while speaking.
Edwards also wanted to have
Tor answer five questions written
on note cards. She said if the questions were going to be impolite
demonstrations instead of questions, then the format was not going to be constructive.
One audience member asked
why Israel was contradicting ideas
that were on its own official Web
site and received applause from
the audience.
Tor responded that he was
glad the audience member had
read the Web site and said he
thought it was so authoritative
but didn’t think he was reading
it correctly. He said the cease-fire
was imperfect, and an audience
member said it was imperfect because Israel violated it.
The audience members said
that Tor was full of lies. Tor said
to please stop calling him a liar
and anyone in the room a liar.
“I respect you more than to
attribute to you those kind of potentials,” he said.
The next audience member
who wanted to ask Tor a question
started to directly read from a

the outbursts by the Palestinian
supporters had a negative impact.
“We are students of a university and this is not how we
should welcome a guest speaker,” he said. “I was hoping for
more of a discussion.”
He said Tor was speaking
from his own perspective and
the audience should have listened even if it disagreed with
him. Kenny Stone, a sophomore

Continued from page 1
Some members of the audience complained that the original format of the event, which
was Tor responding to questions
written on note cards, was not
fair since not every audience
member received a note card beforehand.
Edwards said Tor would speak
first and take questions later. Audience members asked if all of
the questions would be answered
and she responded that that was
not the agreement.
“Everyone will have the opportunity to speak, I hope,” Tor
said. “I don’t want to talk at you, I
want to talk with you.”
He was interrupted five minutes later as audience members
yelled, “What about the blockade?” in response to Tor talking about Israel having no other
choice than to launch rockets at
Hamas in Palestine after the lull
was not renewed with Hamas.
Tor responded that he was the
speaker and an Israeli diplomat
who was proud to represent his
country. Some of the audience
members booed at him while others clapped.
An audience member kept asking Tor how he could talk about
the recent period of rocket fire
without talking about the blockade, and was later asked to leave by
Edwards.
After audience members kept
yelling that Tor was speaking lies,
Edwards took the microphone.
“This is San Jose State University,” she said. “We are an intellectual
community of scholars who would
like to learn from each other and if

pro-Palestinian handout that was
given out to members of the audience before the event entitled
“Albert Einstein, Gandhi, and
Bertrand Russell: Israel is an illegitimate, fascist, terrorist state.”
After Tor asked for her question more than a minute after she
started reading, there was a quarrel between audience members
and Michelle Salinsky, president
of Spartans for Israel. The female
audience continued to read her
handout about Gandhi after a
sigh from Tor.
After reading for another two
minutes with the microphone in
her hand she asked, “Why do you
lie so much?” Tor just shook his
head while some members of the
audience clapped and cheered.
Edwards then tried to limit
questions to two minutes, and
said she wanted to hear a real
question that she wanted Tor to
answer and not something that
included his honesty.
Another audience member
yelled at Tor that she lost four
family members in Gaza and
asked him if he could justify it.
He responded saying he was sorry that it happened.
Tor was asked to speak at
SJSU by the Global Studies Club
and Spartans for Israel over winter break.
Tor was previously the World
Jewish Affairs adviser to the
president of Israel and began the
organization of the World Jewish
Forum, which created a strategy
for stemming the assimilation
and decline of Jewish life.
He has also served as the director of the Israel Economic
and Cultural Office in Taipei and
as deputy director for Palestinian
affairs.

Continued from page 1
Nguyen said she felt bad for
the students who were seeking answers to their questions.
“There were people giving
speeches,” she said. “There were
people quoting Gandhi for five
minutes. I really think some of the
people here made SJSU students
look like fools,” Nguyen added.
Naser Alsedairawi, a junior
political science major, said he
thought the format of the event
might have fueled some of the dissent in the audience.
“The people on the Palestinian
side were not given enough chances to ask questions,” he said. “That
was unfair for them.”
Tor said the actions of some
of the Palestinian supporters may
have had an unintended effect.
“I understand that it is frustrating when you are not given the
opportunity to argue or give your
side,” he said.
“I heard one of the pro-Palestinian people telling them that
they were not really helping the
cause,” he said. “They are hurting it
and I agree with him.”
Ryan Wu, president of the
Global Studies Club, who cosponsored the event, said he also thinks

cutting the entire student population of Cal Tech out of San Jose
State,” he said.
“We intend to keep our promise of quality of education to
our currently enrolled students,”
Whitmore said.
Veril Phillips, the vice president for student affairs, advised
students with too many units to
“go ahead and finish” their degrees. Phillips said the school has
far more students continuing in

fees are going up, as well as the
price of books are going up, cost
of living is going up. I really don’t
see how they are accommodating
the students.”
With a possible increase in
tuition and student housing fees
next year, Herlinda Aguirre, an
art history major, said she is not
happy with the prospect of paying more.
“They need to raise it,” she said.
“I think they should find another
way. Not just increase our fees.”
Faculty members were concerned about what California’s
budget problems could mean

DIANA NGUYEN

vice president for Students for Israel

business major who is currently
writing a paper on the Gaza conflict, said he attended the event
with the hope of hearing both
sides of the issue.
“I thought that some of the
protesters kept interrupting the
speaker too much,” he said. “I
think they should have allowed
him to answer questions without interrupting him.”
He said both sides have interesting arguments, but the anger
from the audience destroyed
any chance of expressing these
thoughts.
“I think that the people who
kept cheering, yelling and inter-

feel this way, he still respected Tor’s
opinion and felt that a balance of
opinions on stage might have led to
a more positive outcome.
“I think if you can have a debate between a pro-Palestinian
scholar and a pro-Israeli scholar,”
he said, “I think people on both
sides might be satisfied with this.”
Wu said the Global Studies
Club is thinking of hosting a discussion with members of both sides of
the argument.
“In my opinion, having a discussion with representatives from
the Palestinians and Israelis would
very much improve the situation,”
he said.

Spartan Daily photographers
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enrollment, encouraging ‘superseniors’ to graduate
Spring 2009 than in 2008, and
this is affecting the school’s ability to take new students.
Phillips’s call for students to
graduate was met with resistance
by Zachary Pallin, a political science major.
“I am a continuing senior and
I have a lot of friends who are
too,” he said.
“A lot of problems that we
have been facing is that we have
been unable to get the classes we
need to graduate.”
“They did not answer anything really,” said Teddy Griffith,
a junior accounting major. “The

“I really think some of the people here
made SJSU students look like fools.”

Check out images taken by

BUDGET Plans include reducing undergrad
Continued from page 1

rupting were disrespectful,” he
said. “He didn’t get into the meat
of the subject.”
Rami Abdelhadi, a mechanical engineering graduate student, said he thought Tor was
only representing the Israeli side
of the issue.
“Basically it’s just propaganda
from the Israeli point of view,”
he said.
He said that even though he did

for their jobs. Whitmore said the
university will avoid any layoffs.
Lecturers were also concerned
that with the budget cuts, fewer
lecturers will be hired and as a
result, there will be larger class
sizes. Provost Carmen Sigler said
that with fewer students admitted, class size may decrease.
In the short term, there will be
a reduction in new students and
an increase in fees in the entire
CSU system, Whitmore said.
“We will be OK here at San
Jose State. We are fortunate to
have very sound financial management in place,” he said.
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SCIENCE About 500 students,
70 volunteers attended Saturday’s event
workshop not only encouraged
group work, but also showed
the students how adults applied
similar concepts in their real
jobs.
“We would like them to go
into those fields (engineering), but it’s more important to
stimulate their minds at an early
age,” Pizarro said.
Learning also proved to be
fun. Seventh grader Damian
Guerrero, one of the middle
school students in attendance,
said he came to Science Extravaganza for the activities. In the
race car workshop, his plastic
bottle race car won first place.
“I’m most excited doing the
KATRINA KANE / Spartan Daily projects,” he said.
Judy Segura, a volunteer for the Mexican American Engineering
Guerrero said his favorite acSociety, acts as a house inspector at the Science Extravaganza.
tivity of the day was the potato
The two emcees for the battery.
event introduced the prizes
For volunteers such as electhat would be given out at the trical engineering graduate stuContinued from page 1
raffle at the end of the day. The
more the kids participated, the
“We try to help kids figure more raffle tickets they received
out what they want to do, try to to win prizes like notebooks,
give them a point of direction,” pillows, DVDs, astronaut food
she said.
and the grand prize: an iPod
“Mainly we want to get touch.
them in technical fields, since
The first round of workit’s a really good career and it’s shops began at 9:45 a.m. Some
hardworking. It is a challenge of workshops offered were race
but we always have the kids try cars, fuel cells, electric motors
to strive the highest that they and armor testing simulation.
PANCHAM PITKE
can.”
In the electrochemistry
volunteer and graduate student
The challenge of keeping workshop, students were inthe kids entertained at the structed to make potatoes into
opening ceremony went to batteries.
dent Pancham Pitke, the most
senior civil engineering major
As a group they needed to important part of the event was
Francisco Galan and sopho- figure out how much power was inspiring the youth.
more civil engineering major necessary to power a calculator,
“The high school dropout
Ramy Ugarte.
a sudoku game and lights that rate is high. They are the next
“I’m really glad all of this were provided for them in a kit. generation,” Pitke said. “We
came together,” Galan said.
One of the presenters in the need to motivate them and
“Just seeing the enthusiasm workshop, an engineer who encourage them. That is how
from the kids, you’re able to works at TriReme Medical we are going to live in a better
feed off of that vibe.”
named Maria Pizarro, said the world.”

“The high school
drop out rate is
high. They are the
next generation.
We need to
motivate them.”
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Tuesday

LGBTQQI Discussion

Farmer’s Market

Cosponsored by LGBT Resource
Center and Counseling Services.
12 noon to 1:30 p.m. at the LGBT
Resource Center.
For more information, call 924-6158
or 924-5910.

Fresh fruit and veggies.
10:15 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Clark Hall,
rain or shine.
Contact Luisa Garrett at
luisa@postalmodern.com.

Future Teachers

Phew Class

Bring your A-game and meet fellow
future teachers.
4:30 p.m. in the Student Union.
Contact Melissa at
melissa.abreu@gmail.com.

A discussion about the importance
of communication and sex in relationships. Part of Sexual Responsibility Week.
12 p.m. to 1 p.m. in the Health
building, Room 208.
Contact Melinda Chu-Yang at
phew.sexualhealth@gmail.com.

Pride of the
Pacific Islands
Hula and Tahitian practice.
8 p.m. in the Aerobics Room of the
Event Center. Contact Kristen Tom at
ppi_sjsu@yahoo.com.

Summer Study Abroad

Summer Study Abroad
A meeting to discuss the study
abroad program in Bath, England.
noon. to 1 p.m. in Hugh Gillis Hall,
Room 108.

Meeting to discuss the study abroad
program in Bath, England. 2 to 3
p.m. in Hugh Gillis Hall, Room 108

12

Thursday

13

Friday

Meditation Group

Discovering Robeson

5 p.m. in Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Library. Contact Harrison at
hhaarrrriissoonn@gmail.com.

A presentation about the life of activist Paul Robeson. With writer and
performer Tayo Aluko.
7 p.m. in Morris Daily Auditorium.
$5. Contact Gil Villagran
gvillagran@casa.sjsu.edu.

Sex in the City
A night of games, activities and facts
about sexual responsibility, including safe drinking and relationship
communication. 7 p.m. to 10 p.m.
in Campus Village Building in the
Residential Activity Center.
Contact Melinda Chu-Yang at
phew.sexualhealth@gmail.com.

11

Wednesday
Wednesda

Jonathan Ichikawa
A lecture titled “Intuition and Begging the Question.”
4:30 p.m. in Dr. Martin Luther King
Library.
Contact Bo Mou at 924-4513.

The Love Table
Free protection. Part of Sexual
Responsibility Week.
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Student
Union. Contact Melinda Chu-Yang at
phew.sexualhealth@gmail.com.

Moonlight Movie Night
This month’s movie is “Nick and
Nora’s Infinite Playlist.”
8:30 p.m. at Campus Village Quad.

Zen Buddhism Club
3:30 p.m. at the Student Union in
the Costanoan Room.
Contact Justin Joyce at 677-8681 or
jstnjc@gmail.com.

18

Wednesda
Wednesday

SLIS Colloquium
Series
Professor Ken Haycock discusses
“Dual Use Libraries: Guidelines for
Success”.
12:00 p.m. in Clark Hall, Room 304.
Free. Contact Marcia Laughrey at
924-2490.

Sparta Guide is provided free of charge to students, faculty and staff members. The deadline for entries is noon, three working
days before the desired publication date. Space restrictions may require editing of submission. Entries are printed in the order
in which they are received. Submit entries online at thespartandaily.com or in writing at DBH 209.

Agustin Lira performs at ALMA in the Morris
Dailey Auditorium on Saturday evening

STEFAN ARMIJO / Spartan Daily

Celebrating the life and times
of Cesar Chavez through music
JULIANNE SHAPIRO
Staff Writer

Acoustic guitars were the
theme of Saturday night inside
the Morris Dailey Auditorium.
Agustin Lira and ALMA presented their musical program
“Cesar Chavez – His Life and
Times” to an audience of more
than 140 people. The program
was both a scholarship fundraiser and an awareness event.
Band member Lira said he
joined the United Farm Workers, which was directed by Cesar
Chavez, in 1965 and worked
with him to gain working rights
for farmers.
“It was a hell of an experience,” he said.
The band played music in between readings from members
Lira (acoustic guitar and vocals)
and Patricia Wells Solorzano
(acoustic guitar and vocals)
about Chavez’s life, ranging from
his birth until his work with the
United Farm Workers.
“I thought that it would be a
very good idea to give that short
mini picture to people so they
could see that all of the forces
that came to play to make a person like Cesar,” Lira said.
Band member Ravi Knypstra helped with backing vocals,
but primarily played the upright
bass.
Some of the songs were in
both Spanish and English so that
audience members of different

backgrounds could understand
the lyrics.
The performance lasted over
an hour and went smoothly,
except for some guitar tuning
problems with Solorzano’s guitar and hand cramps from Lira.
“Well, did you hear the one
about the … ,” Solorzano joked
during Lira’s hand cramps.
Knypstra stopped her from
continuing the joke, and said it
might not be appropriate.
Members of the audience
laughed.
The evening ended with a
statement from former President Bill Clinton about Chavez.
“He provided for us inspiration for the rest of our nation’s
history and each of us as individuals,” Solorzano read.
The band’s last song was
the folk protest tune “We Shall
Overcome,” and they encouraged the audience to singalong
with them.
The audience gave a standing
ovation to the band and shouted,
“Cesar Chavez!” at the very end
of the performance.
Cathy Orozco, a junior communications studies major, said
she learned a lot from the performance, which was an early
birthday gift to her brother who
shares the same birthday as
Chavez, March 31.
“I liked that it talked about
Cesar Chavez’s life so you had
a background,” she said. “It was
history — it wasn’t just music.”

Jessica Gabladon, a sophomore sociology major, said she
liked the band’s singing.
“I loved how it was in both
English and Spanish for people
who didn’t understand,” she
said. “I loved their singing.”
Lira said the fight for better
working conditions is not over
and did not die with Chavez.
“Getting better wages for
farm workers are very important
because without immigrants
that come to this country, this
economy would collapse,” he
said.
Lira co-founded El Teatro
Campesino (Farmworkers’ Theater) with Luis Valdez in 1965
during the Delano Grape Strike
that was directed by Chavez. Solorzano formed the group ALMA
in 1979 with Lira, and Knypstra
joined the band in 1991.
The proceeds from the event
will go to financial assistance
to students who have demonstrated a commitment to the
Chicano/Latino community
and maintain a high grade point
average, said Maribel Martinez,
program coordinator for Associated Students Cesar E. Chavez
Community Action Center.
The event was co-sponsored
by the SJSU Associated Students Cesar E. Chavez Community Action Center, the EVC
to SJSU Transfer Program, the
Galarza Institute and the Chicano Latino Faculty and Staff
Association.
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Oliver’s 37 points not enough for Spartan victory

JESSICA AYALA
Staff Writer

Despite a close game, the SJSU
men’s basketball team fell short
at home Saturday night to Boise
State 89-83.
Sophomore guard Adrian
Oliver led SJSU with a career-high
37 points, but said he felt that it
wasn’t enough.
“It doesn’t matter if I score 37
points. I want to win,” he said. “So
if I score 37 points or five points
and we win, I’m happy. But if we
lose, no matter how many points I
score, it’s not a good night.”
Oliver suffered a minor injury in the second half, rolling his
right ankle.
Junior center Chris Oakes
also played a strong game with 13
points and seven rebounds.
Boise State came out with a
strong defense in the first half, taking the lead within the first couple
minutes of the game.
“When the game started, they
came out on fire,” Oliver said.
“They just ran the floor extremely
well and they knocked down every open shot they had.”
SJSU fell behind by 15 points,
the highest margin throughout
the game.
But head coach George Nessman changed the lineup by
putting in junior guard Robert
Owens.
Owens
shot
a

3-pointer which brought the score
to 30-27.
But Boise State expanded its
lead once again leaving a margin
of 10 points, 39-29.
After hitting the first of two
free throws, junior forward C.J.
Webster was one point away from
tying the game at 41. But he
missed the second and the Broncos extended their lead when
sophomore center Oliver Caballero fouled Ike Okoye, giving
Boise State a 44-40 lead.
With 30 seconds remaining
in the first half, Boise State attempted to hold the ball, but senior forward Tim Pierce stole and
dunked it. SJSU ended the first
half trailing 45-44.
Starting the second half with
a strong defense, SJSU took the
lead 46-45. But the game was
soon tied 50-50.
SJSU fought to take the lead
while Boise State had a tight grip
on the ball along with a strong
defense. Okoye, who led the
Broncos in rebounds, and Mark
Sanchez made it difficult for
SJSU to score.
With 1:07 remaining in the
second half, the score was 87-80,
but Oliver and sophomore guard
Justin Graham had three free
throws to bring the score to 87-83
giving SJSU a chance to win.
In the last 40 seconds of the
game, Boise State held the ball by
passing it among their teammates

and making it impossible for
SJSU to score. After a close game
on both sides, the Broncos ended
the game with a score of 89-83.
SJSU is now 10-11 and stands
at 4-6 in the Western Athletic
Conference, giving Boise State a
jump on their total wins.
SJSU had a total of 35 rebounds, four more than Boise
State. Boise State also had a 50
percent ratio on their threepointers compared to SJSU’s 41.7
percent.
Boise State head coach Greg
Graham said both teams played
extremely well.
“Well, for two teams that
scored about 69 points a game,
I thought it was good offensive
showing by both teams and probably a different game than everybody thought they were going to
see,” he said.
But Nessman had a different
view.
“This is a real disappointing
game for us. I thought we played
with a lot of physical energy but
not the mental energy necessary,”
Nessman said. “We made a lot of
mental breakdowns.”
Nessman said Boise State took
advantage of their mistakes, but it
was obviously a hard fought game
on both sides.
As for Oliver’s right ankle, he said that it won’t stop
him from playing Nevada
on Thursday.

DaShawn Wright sits on the sidelines as the SJSU Spartans lose
89-83 to the Boise State Broncos on Saturday at the Event Center.

RYAN BUCHAN / Spartan Daily
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J.D. Butler gets tackled during a late attempt to secure a win during ANDREW VILLA / Spartan Daily
SJSU’s match against Santa Rosa Junior College at East Spartan Stadium Parking Lot.

SJSU rugby team can’t hold onto lead
RYAN BUCHAN
Sports Editor

After overcoming a 10-0 deficit and holding their opponent on
the goal line multiple times, the
SJSU rugby team lost in the final
minutes to Santa Rosa Junior College 15-14.
SJSU team captain and junior
flyhalf Matt Caffiero said he was
disappointed with the loss, but
was happy to see the improvement the team made from last
year’s blowout lost to Santa Rosa.
“We lost to them by, like, a
100 points last season,” Caffiero
said. “So to only lose by a point,
it shows the strides we have made
as a team.”
Santa Rosa controlled the ball
for the majority of the first half.
“Man, it is very discouraging,”
said Spartan junior fullback J.D.
Butler. “We just did not come out
in the first half and that kind of
killed us.”
For most of the first half, Santa
Rosa had the ball inside the Spartan 22-meter line. Santa Rosa was
also stronger under contact, and
got the ball twice as many times
out of a scrum.
The Spartans gave up ten unanswered points in the first half.
Santa Rosa scored tries when No.
8 got the ball out of a scrum inside
the 22-meter line and pounded his
way past the goal line and touched
the ball down.
Santa Rosa got another opportunity to score when the Spartans
tried to run with the ball inside
their own 22-meter line instead

of trying to kick it down field and
push Santa Rosa back. Santa Rosa
took advantage of field position
and scored on their second attempt going up 10-0.
“It’s the little mistakes that
were the difference in the score,”
said SJSU head coach Dean
White. “We just had one mistake
in the first half, where we should
have cleared the ball and we did
not get it out of bounds and that
was the difference in the game.”
Midway through the first half,
SJSU got on the board for the
first time when junior eight man
Nolan Verga touched the ball
down for a try after a long run that
started beyond the 22-meter line.
“The guy in front of me got hit
and dropped the ball and I picked
it up,” Verga said. “I went around
one of their flankers and their
wing fell over, I took it in.”
SJSU scrum half, Hideki Maniwa, made a conversion to narrow
the score to 10-7.
Santa Rosa responded by getting the ball inside the Spartans
22-meter line and kept it there for
most of the first half. Santa Rosa
moved the ball a few feet from the
goal line on three different occasions but could not touch the ball
down for a score.
“It just shows how strong and
dedicated our team is,” Caffiero
said. “We are determined to not
let them score and we left it all
out on the field and it showed our
guys were stronger, we pushed
them off the line.”
White said that was important
going into the half.

“That’s probably when the
whole game turned, right there,
and taking that into the halftime,”
White said. “That is when we
started stepping up and we knew
we could play with them.”
In the second half, both clubs
struggled getting the ball into the
other team’s territory.
White said he noticed the
team playing a lot stronger in the
second half.
“Once the forwards knew they
could play with these guys, they
started pushing them around and
getting them a little tired,” White
said. “And we were able to get a
good ball, and that’s being able to
spit it out wide.”
The Spartans got another long
run, this time from Butler who
scored the Spartans’ second try
to take a 14-10 lead after Maniwa
made the conversion.
“I called out a play, it’s called
a 1-3 skip,” Butler said. “It’s like
we skip the guy to my right and
it goes straight to me and then I
have to beat a big boy, and fortunately I did and it worked out. I
saw a little bit of a gap there and
I barley squeaked through, and I
took it to the hole and scored.”
The Spartans were able to push
Santa Rosa back after they got
near the goal line but they could
not do it a second time and found
themselves down 15-14, with
minutes to go.
“I’d say, if there was five more
minutes in the game we would
have definitely taken advantage in
this game and won,” Caffiero said.
“They were really, really tired.”
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Logan and Scarbrough push SJSU past the USC Trojans
HARVEY RAÑOLA
Staff Writer

Like Homer’s “Iliad,” the Trojans struck first, but it was the
Spartans who would eventually
win the war.
The SJSU club hockey team
made it three in a row Saturday
night, winning 6-3 after another
epic come-from-behind victory
against the University of Southern California.
Winger Sean Scarbrough
and center Lathan Logan led the
way at Sharks Ice, with two goals
each, and earned first and second
star honors.
But it wasn’t easy for the Spartans to rally late in the game, scoring five unanswered goals with
four coming in the third period to
beat their rivals. USC jumped to
an early lead seven minutes into
the first period.
The Trojans took advantage of
the game’s first power play with
a well-placed, point-blank wrist
shot from forward Jay Roth to go
up 1-0. SJSU fired back five minutes later on its own power play
when Logan poached a rebound
in front of the goal to even the
score.
The scoring continued two
minutes into the second period
when USC forward Joshua Frazier blazed down the right wing
moments after a penalty kill to
put a well placed wrist shot top
shelf, and tilt the game back in the
Trojans’ favor, but this was only
the first of a one-two punch.
Just 11 seconds later, USC

forward Alex Lofthus caught the
Spartans’ defense napping and
tapped one home after muscling
through some traffic in front of
SJSU goaltender Caleb Murray.
Scarbrough said the team remained positive even after going
down 3-1.
“They got two lucky goals, but
we knew we weren’t out of it,” he
said. “We knew if we kept playing
we’d find a way to get them in.”
The Spartans did just that, and
with less than seven minutes to
go in the second period, Logan
tucked away a pass from SJSU
center Kyle Dutra to start the
comeback.
Logan said he felt his two goals
lifted the team’s spirit.
“They’re just hard working
goals. That’s what we needed,”
said the freshman from Pueblo,
Colo. “We needed some goals to
pep our team up and as you can
see in the end, we came out on
top.”
A power-play goal from Spartans winger Skyler Yu four minutes into the third period tied
the game at three apiece, as SJSU
pressured for a game winner. SJSU
was finally rewarded in the 16th
minute of the third period when
Scarbrough scored his first of two
goals in less than a minute.
“I can’t remember exactly
how it happened,” said the Spartans leading scorer about his first
goal. “Mickey kept the play alive. I
tried to go around a guy. He put
it off the goalie’s stick. There was
a rebound. I was alone and put it
top shelf.”
An interference call against

SJSU celebrates after scoring its second goal in the third period in a 6-3 win on Saturday at Sharks Ice. JAMES JEFFERY / Spartan Daily
SJSU defender Paul Fuller gave
the Trojans the man advantage
just seconds later, but the Spartans countered quickly with Scarbrough scoring his second goal of
the night.
The final nail in USC’s coffin was a self-inflicted wound.
Spartans center Andy Dickerson
pounced on the sloppy passing
inside the Trojans’ blue line and
put away SJSU’s sixth goal of
the night to double their lead and

seal the win.
SJSU defenseman Mike Bodulow said he was happy with his
team’s performance after the
game, but said the team may not
have come into Saturday’s matchup with the right mindset.
“It’s difficult to understand
why our team can’t play like this
the whole game,” said the recipient of the game’s third star after
notching two assists. “There’s not
that drive when we play teams

that we kind of underestimate I
guess you could say.”
The Spartans will need to find
a way to channel that drive in the
final two-game stretch before the
end of the regular season.
SJSU currently sits at 20-13-2,
and a season sweep of Cal State
Long Beach next weekend virtually assures the team a spot in the
regional playoffs.
“I feel as though we can definitely beat Long Beach,” Bodulow

For more sports coverage

The SJSU women’s gymnastic
team beat its rival, Sacramento
State, at the Spartan’s “Flip for a
Cure” home meet Friday night
with a final score of 194.200
to 192.300.
SJSU gymnasts wore pink leotards in the hopes that they would
raise cancer awareness. Veronica
Porte said the seniors have been
looking forward to a win like the
one over the Hornets.
“They’ve been our rival since
before I came,” Porte said. “It was
great to come in and just rock it.”
Three of the four events were
scored highest by Spartans.
Sophomore Lily Swann had
the highest vault score of the night
with 9.850, senior Alise Blackwell
tied with two students from Sacramento State for the uneven bars
with a 9.750, and Porte and freshman Thomasina Wallace received
the highest score on their floor
routines with a 9.850.
“I really performed it [floor]
tonight,” Wallace said. “I really got
into it so I was really excited.”
The second and third highest
all-around scores went to Wallace
and Porte.
The vault was the first event the
Spartans competed in. Swann led
the team with a 9.850, the highest
vault score.
Sophomore Shanice Howard
and Wallace were tied for the second highest score of 9.750. Blackwell was tied for third with a score
of 9.725.
The Spartans were in the lead
after the first event with 48.750
to 48.350. Junior Jessica Khoshnood performed first on the bars.
She tied with Spartan sophomore
Katie Merritt and Wallace for the
second highest score of 9.725.
Blackwell tied with two students from Sacramento State for
the highest score on the bars that
evening with a 9.750.
The Spartans continued their
lead into the next event: beam.

SANDRA SANTOS / Spartan Daily
Freshman gymnast Thomasina Wallace performs on
the uneven bars and scores
9.725 during SJSU’s third
home meet this year at the
Spartan Gym on Friday.

Blackwell received the second
highest score of the night and
freshman Aubrey Lee tied with
a Sacramento State student for
third. Wallace had a fall, but finished her routine solid and didn’t
move on her landing.
“I had a couple mistakes but
my team helped me out overall,”
Wallace said. “We are a team so
we don’t leave each other out.”
The Spartans finished their last
event of the night on floor with a
bang. At the previous home meet
on Jan. 23, the team received two
0.1 deductions for stepping out
of the bounds on the mat. There
were none given out this night.
All of the girls who competed
in this event received a 9.650 or
higher and scored in the top five.
Wallace and Porte tied for the
number one spot and Howard
received the third highest score.
Khoshnood and junior Gabrielle
Targosz tied with a Sacramento
State student for fourth and freshman Katie Valleau received fifth.
Head coach Wayne Wright
said that he was very happy with
his team’s performance.
“I was really pleased with how
everyone performed tonight,”
Wright said. “It was a good team
effort. We stayed into the meet
and we did well.”
At the team’s away meet on Jan.
31 at Seattle-Pacific, the Spartans
broke the record of the second
highest score in school history
with a 195.400.
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A ‘Little Sur’-prise for your valentine

EAT OF THE WEEK

This scrumptious pizza is
topped with 40 cloves of roasted
garlic, layered on top of an organic
tomato pizza sauce, crowned with
roasted red peppers, portobello
mushrooms, green onions, juicy
cherry tomatoes and herbs.
A heart-shaped pizza is a fantastic idea for that someone special who has a crazy schedule. You
can simply place your order online
and have it sent straight to your
valentine’s office or house. It’s
perfect if you plan to stay in and
watch a movie or just hang out.
These ingredients complement one another and construct a
unique taste that brings out a savory flavor embedded in a coating
of cheese.
This delicious creation will
satisfy your hunger and astonish
your date without making you go
broke. You can get a Little Sur for
just under $20.

SAMANTHA PATTERSON
Staff Writer

SAMANTHA PATTERSON / Spartan Daily

“Little Sur”
PIZZA MY HEART
117 E. SAN CARLOS ST.

Valentine’s Day is just around
the corner. Being a college student on a budget, it’s challenging
to take that special someone to
a luxury five-star restaurant for
dinner. This year, you don’t have
to save your nickels and dimes to
impress your valentine with a big,
fancy dinner.
A familiar name close to campus will produce something that
your significant other will be sure
to love. Pizza My Heart, located
on San Carlos Street, will be serving up heart-shaped pizzas to your
specifications.
Although you can design your
own pizza, I recommend the
Little Sur, 2008 Best Traditional
West Coast Pizza Champion, according to their Web site.

If the Little Sur doesn’t sound
like it will suit your taste buds,
Pizza My Heart has a variety of
other award-winning, specialty
meat, and vegetarian pizzas from
which to choose. They also offer
various appetizers and salads such
as bread sticks, Buffalo wings and
Greek salads, just to name a few.
Even if you’re anti-Valentine’s
Day, Pizza My Heart is a great
choice for a wide selection of
pizza and you can still get the traditional round-shaped pizza.
Originating in Capitola Beach,
the family-owned business has
grown since it first started in
1981. According to its Web site,
its first tiny Capitola restaurant
has become a landmark for surfers and beachgoers alike.
Whether you’re with your
friends or enjoying a casual date,
Pizza My Heart offers a laid back
atmosphere with a surfer twist.

BOOK REVIEW: ‘REVOLUTIONARY ROAD’

Yates thrusts readers into the life of white picket suburban hell
ELISHA MALDONADO
Investigations Editor

I’ve never felt so wretchedly
for a cast of fictional characters
as I have for Richard Yates’ “Revolutionary Road” ensemble.
The novel is tangible proof
for how not to conduct one’s
life. It should never be subjected to such debasement, especially by the people who are in
control of it.
Yates’ portrayal of existence
is that of banality, and unwanted
children, and monotony, and a
loathed job and a marriage that
could work if circumstances
were different. (Dear God,
please don’t ever let it be me.)
Set in the 1950s, Frank and
April Wheeler quickly learn that
the American dream is false, that
the white picket fence is a cage,
and that marriage can certainly

be bondage and the children
ankle weights.
The Wheelers, while keeping
up appearances for others — no
less themselves — are quintessentially the perfect couple.
They’ve got it all, they’ve experienced it all. And, yes, they have
the sophisticated one-up on
their fellow suburbanites: They
have tasted the cultured fruits of
urban life in New York’s Greenwich Village.
“They are so sweet,” Mrs.
Helen Givings, the real estate
broker who sold the Wheelers
their suburban home on Revolutionary Road, tells her husband.
“The girl is absolutely ravishing, and I think the boy must do
something very brilliant in town
— he’s very nice, rather reserved
— and really, it is so refreshing
to deal with people of that sort.”
And, indeed, as the book describes, they are “bright, beau-

tiful, talented, with two young
children and a starter home in
the suburbs.” But Frank’s job isn’t
brilliant, rather a mind-numbing
death sentence of the brain.
Frank works for Knox Business
Machines, a place where his father was once employed, though

suburbia is a coffin of laughing
children and a streaming supply
of dishes and laundry.
I am fairly confident, though,
that my words don’t nearly begin
to portray the misery as Yates’
words do. Which, I would have
to say, was his chiefest talent: to

Why? I lamented. Why do these people
torture themselves so much, particularly
when there is no blatant or good reason?
Frank couldn’t then — and can’t
now — tell you either of their
roles there.
As for April, she never did
see herself as a housewife, and
yet there she is every day with
an apron, wiping dried-up milk
off the tables, mowing the lawn,
making dinner and caring for the
family. So, understandably, her

make you sort of dread turning
the page.
And I did. Dread it.
Let me share the torment
of the Wheelers’ discovery of
their “seven years too soon” first
pregnancy:
“Whatever you felt on hearing
the news of conception, even if it
was chagrin instead of joy, wasn’t

it supposed to be something the
two of you shared? Your wife
wasn’t supposed to turn away
from you, was she? You weren’t
supposed to have to work and
wheedle to win her back, with
little jokes and hand-holdings,
as if you were afraid she would
evaporate at the very moment of
this first authentic involvement
of your lives.”
Nevertheless, as the book
states, “They have always lived
on the assumption that greatness
is only just around the corner.”
So, April, discontent with domesticity, hatches a plan: move
to Paris.
Frank had always said that
was where he felt the happiest,
the most liberated — though he
was there, initially, fighting a war.
She, instead of he, would get a job
to support the family. Secretarial
jobs at the NATO headquarters
allegedly pay gobs, she says, and

Classifieds
ROOMMATE WANTED
1 BEDRM AVAIL - MY HOME
15 min to SJS - North SJ. No
Smoking/ Drugs. Rent $750
Dep: 1,000. Dog, 2 cats in residence. sjcottage@sbcglobal.
net

EMPLOYMENT
EARN EXTRA MONEY Students needed ASAP
Earn up to $150 per day being
a mystery shopper
No Experience Required
Call 1-800-722-4791
SURVEY TAKERS NEEDED:
Make $5-$25 per survey. www.
GetPaidToThink.com

STUDENT WORK (NEAR
SJSU) As featured in the Wall
Street Journal in August 2008.
*$17.70 BASE-appt.
*FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES
*No experiencenecessary
*Training provided
*Customer sales/service
*Scholarships awarded annually
*Internships possible
*Some conditions apply
*All majors may apply
CALL FOR INTERVIEW
(408) 866-1100
(650) 940-9400
(510) 790-2100
www.workforstudents.com/sjsu

FOR RENT
2 BDRM 1 BA APT Walk to
SJSU. Off St Prking. $1100/
mo. $500 dep. (408) 504-1584

LRG 2 BDRM 1.5 Bath. $1395/
mo. 1/2 Blk to SJSU. Huge
Bdrms. Parking. 1 yr lease.
(408)309-9554
JR 1BR From $ 1025 - 1058
N. 4th St. Secured Entry,
new paint & carpet, Lg. Eat
in Kitchen, Tall ceilings, New
Windows, 3 blocks from lt. rail.
For more info. contact Zane
408.509.1750 or 408.3548910
STUDIO
SUITES
FROM
$995 Quiet complex at 3rd/
Jackson-Japan Town. Walk to
7 Bamboo Lounge & light rail.
Newly renovated, designer
paint, all new ceramic tile in
kitchen/ bath, mirrored closet
doors. Call 408.509.1750 or
408.354.8910

CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces.
Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted into an ad line.
The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to 20 spaces.
A minimum of three lines is required.
Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS: 1
2
3
4
RATE: $10.00 $15.00 $20.00 $25.00
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE.
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
• RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY. •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID.
• NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.

FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount.
Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from 10 AM or 3PM.
STUDENT ID REQUIRED.
Rate applies to student’s individual ads only. Not intended for businesses and/or
other persons.
Frequency discount does not apply.
www.thespartandaily.com

SERVICES
FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL
REPAIR Laptop & Parts Repair
PC Data Recovery Remove
Virus Rental Trade Laptop &
Parts (408)469-5999
TUTORING: Math, Chemistry,
Physics
“I make it easy!” Call Jim
(307) 699-3392

DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised below nor is there any guarantee implied. The classified
columns of the Spartan Daily consist of paid advertising and offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper. Certain
advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific telephone numbers or addresses for additional information.
Classified readers should be reminded that, when making these further contacts, they should require complete information before
sending money for goods or services. In addition, readers should carefully investigate all firms offering employment listings or
coupons for discount vacations or merchandise.

Need a Roommate?
Need a Job?
Need a Roommate
with a Job?

Spartan Daily
Classiﬁeds

Frank can “find himself.”
The Wheelers, children included, are all on board. Their
“friends,” not so much. Plans are
made, tickets purchased, house
up for sale, when the plans — of
course — unravel. And as the
plans decompose, so does everything having to do with April
and Frank.
Why? I lamented. Why do
these people torture themselves
so much, particularly when there
is no blatant or good reason?
Beneath all the strife and
questioning lies the misfortune
of mangled dreams: forsaken,
but still so painfully existent.
I end with Frank’s memo dictation at Knox: “Knowing what
you’ve got, knowing what you
need, knowing what you can live
without — that’s inventory control,” he says.
Pity he doesn’t live his life
by it.
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Online Exclusive

OPPOSING VIEWS: Should SJSU ban cigarette smoking on campus?

HOLLY SZKOROPAD

Staff Writer

Members of the SJSU
community are entitled
to a smoke-free campus.
Let me rattle off a few reasons why a campus smoking
ban should be instated.
It’s painfully obvious that
stress sticks have built up a bad
rap ever since they were fingered
as a carcinogen more than half a
century ago.
I’ll let that small fact roll off
my back and get to the point of
why a ban would be peachy.
Smoking stinks.

The campus smoking policy
forbids smoking within 25 feet
of all buildings. I wish I were a
building, because I inevitably
end up trailing behind a smoker
every time I’m on my way to
class.
Just call me Dudley Moorhead Hall. If I were a building,
my 25-foot bubble would allow me to roam to class every
day without encountering the
long-lasting stench of cigarette
smoke.
The stink spewing off the
ends of cigarettes always manages to cling to me, so I end up
catching whiffs of that stench
all day.
Sometimes, I like to blame
the stink on someone around
me. But no, what I’m really
smelling is myself — and that
leaves me fuming.
Smokers, I am a little jealous
that I don’t have a fail-proof
way to destress the way you do,
but do you have to incorporate

we nonsmokers into your habit?
Know what I’m craving? Some
smoke-free, fresh air on campus.
I’ll forego preaching about
how bad smoking is for your
health, because I assume smokers already know that. And I’ll assume that smokers don’t smoke
to look cool either, but that they
do it to stop themselves from being swallowed by worries.

Staff Writer

Everyone has the right
to smoke cigarettes on
SJSU’s campus.
I hate the smell of cigarette
smoke and I find smoking disgusting, but I do not support a
smoking ban on campus.
The faint smell of smoke in
designated outdoor smoking
areas is not a problem.
School bureaucracy and
student activists should focus on issues that are more
important.

If we ban smoking
on campus because
of the smell of
cigarette smoke and
its associated risks,
why not completely
ban cars from
campus parking lots?
Nobody is really hurt by a
student having a cigarette after
a stressful class.
A common defense used by
the anti-smoking crowd is the
risk associated with second-

Senate policy recommendation.
When the city of San Jose
banned smoking in parks in
October 2007, city officials
knew it wouldn’t take a genius to discover that smoking
was still legal outside of park
areas.

fix.
A campus ban on cigarette
smoking would allow nonsmokers to enjoy the pleasure of
breathing clean air.
Maybe those mall kiosks
have the right idea with those
wacky smokeless cigarettes,
because the smoke is really the
most annoying part, right?
It’s not that nonsmokers are
intolerant, or don’t understand
why people smoke, we just don’t
want to be part of it.
I can’t think of a time walking on campus when I haven’t
had to dodge the smoldering
trail of cigarette smoke.
When times are tough like
this, it’s no wonder that students take desperate measures
to rid themselves of stress.
I only ask that they don’t do
it around me.

The stink
spewing off the
ends of cigarettes
always manages
to cling to me, so
I end up catching
whiffs of that
stench all day.
The same would be true
on campus because it is literally only six square blocks. It
should be easy for smoke fiends
to cruise off campus to get their

The recently implemented smoking ban at San Jose
City College is absurd. The
previous policy that students
could not smoke near buildings
made sense, but a complete ban
does not.
MICHAEL LE ROY

Smokers, I know you probably don’t want to hear it, but
smoking doesn’t solve life’s
problems. I’d give you a hug, but
I hear those are addicting too.
When SJSU revamped the
smoking policy in 2003, a survey of SJSU students indicated
that 61.3 percent of participants
preferred a more restrictive
campus smoking policy, according to a May 5, 2003 Academic

hand smoke.
This is a flawed argument
for outdoor smoking. Any close
look into studies on secondhand smoke shows that the
studies are flawed.
On its Web site, the Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids
claims that one secondhand
smoking study “suffers from a
critical design flaw: The inability
to distinguish people who were
exposed to secondhand smoke
from those who were not.”

such an extreme risk, where
are all the World War II veterans who died from secondhand smoke?
Many soldiers smoked
like chimneys during the war
and nonsmoking soldiers
were exposed to the smoke.
Yet despite this, there is
not a row in Arlington National Cemetery for all the
soldiers lost to the ravages
CARTY SEWILL / Spartan Daily of secondhand smoke.
You know what also
Also, most of the studies smokes and is dangerous to stuwere done to measure indoor dents? Cars.
secondhand smoke exposure.
If we ban smoking on
If a campaign against chil- campus because of the smell
dren smoking admits that the of cigarette smoke and its assosecondhand smoking studies ciated risks, why not completely
were flawed, from the begin- ban cars from campus parking
ning they must not be all that lots?
accurate.
The emissions from a single
Do you know anybody who car circling an SJSU parking
died as a direct result of second- lot, desperately looking for a
hand smoke? I sure don’t, and parking space, are a far greater
neither does anybody I know.
risk than a cigarette. A cigarette
If secondhand smoke is can’t clip you as you are walk-

To listen to a podcast about about this issue,
go to www.TheSpartanDaily.com

Holly Szkoropad is a
Spartan Daily staff writer.

ing to your car.
The vast majority of the people on this campus are adults
and can legally smoke.
As long as they don’t smoke
close to the buildings, and properly dispose of their cigarettes,
SJSU should not take away the
right to smoke just because
smoking is unpopular.
Banning smoking on campus is just nanny state nonsense
that is only really supported by
whiners, bureaucrats looking
for kudos and people that seem
to have way too much free time.
Instead of being angry when
walking past a smoker, just think
about this: Smoke poses no
real threat to your well-being,
but you will get the last laugh.
Those cigarettes the smokers
enjoy every day will eventually
kill them.
Michael Le Roy is a
Spartan Daily staff writer.

A fresh perspective on the ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’ law
TOMMY WRIGHT

Wright on the Left
Barack Obama’s presidential
Web site lists, as part of his agenda, the repeal of a policy that bans
gays from serving openly as a civil
rights matter.
The Web site states, “The key
test for military service should be
patriotism, a sense of duty and a
willingness to serve. Discrimination should be prohibited.”
But according to a Boston
Globe article from Feb. 1, the
Obama administration wants to
spend more time studying the
implications of removing the
16-year-old law that is commonly

known as “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.”
“The presence in the armed
forces of persons who demonstrate a propensity or intent to
engage in homosexual acts would
create an unacceptable risk to the
high standards of morale, good
order and discipline, and unit
cohesion that are the essence of
military capability,” a portion of
the law states.
A Jan. 30, 1993 New York
Times article stated that former
President Bill Clinton said he
would lift the complete ban on
gays in the military if he were
elected. But according to the article, Colin Powell, then chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, objected to lifting the ban.
The “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”
policy was crafted in 1993 as a
compromise between Clinton
and officials in the military and
conservative members of Congress who opposed lifting the
ban.
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On Jan. 9, the White House
press secretary answered a question about if the administration’s
plans to get rid of “Don’t Ask,
Don’t Tell.”
“You don’t hear politicians
give a one-word answer much,”
Robert Gibbs said in a video on
Change.gov. “But it’s ‘Yes.’”
But simply stating that the
Obama administration plans on
removing the policy is not enough.
If Obama considers this a matter
of civil rights, then swift action is
needed. I appreciate that Obama
tries to listen to both sides, rather
being “The Decider,” but there
has been more than enough time
to see what both sides think about
this policy from 1993.
“It’s been 15 years and attitudes have changed,” Colin Powell told CNN in December 2008.
“And, so, I think it is time for the
Congress, since it is their law, to
have a full review of it. And I’m
quite sure that’s what President-

elect Obama will want to do.”
And one of Clinton’s opponents in Congress on the issue of
gays in the military had a change
of heart as well.
“I’m not advocating anything,
except I’m saying the policy was
the right policy for the right time,
and times change,” said former
Senator Sam Nunn. “It’s appropriate to take another look.”
Public opinion on the matter
has also changed. A CNN poll
conducted in December 2008
found 81 percent of respondents
believed openly gay people should
be allowed to serve in the U.S. military. In May 1993, only 44 percent of those who responded to
an ABC News/Washington Post
poll supported letting gay people
openly serve in the military.
According to a Nov. 30, 2007
New York Times article, 28 retired generals and admirals released a letter urging Congress
repeal “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.”

The retired generals and admirals
had data showing that there were
65,000 gays and lesbians serving
in the military at the time, and
that there were more than one
million gay veterans.
On top of the civil rights argument, the law has cost the country millions of dollars. According
to a University of California Blue
Ribbon Commission report, the
policy cost at least $363.8 million
between the fiscal years of 1994
and 2003.
A Feb. 1 Boston Globe article
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stated that Sen. Edward Kennedy
plans to introduce a bill to lift the
ban when he finds a Republican
co-sponsor.
So if Obama wants to be a civil
rights leader, he must rid our nation of this discriminatory federal
law now, before he gets beaten to
the punch.
Tommy Wright is the Spartan
Daily managing editor.
“Wright on the Left” appears
every other Monday.

DID YOU KNOW...
The Grammy Awards used to be called the
Gramophone Awards? A gramophone is a
record player that acoustically reproduces
sound from a disk.
— CBSNews.com

OPINION PAGE POLICY
Letters to the editor may be placed in the
letters to the editor box in the Spartan Daily
office in Dwight Bentel Hall, Room 209, sent
by fax to (408) 924-3282, e-mailed to spartandaily@casa.sjsu.edu or mailed to the Spartan
Daily Opinion Editor, School of Journalism
and Mass Communications, San Jose State
University, One Washington Square, San Jose,
CA 95112-0149.
Letters to the editor must contain the author’s
name, address, phone number, signature and
major. Letters become property of the Spartan
Daily and may be edited for clarity, grammar,
libel and length. Only letters of 300 words or
less will be considered for publication.
Published opinions and advertisements
do not necessarily reflect the views of the
Spartan Daily, the School of Journalism and
Mass Communications or SJSU.
The Spartan Daily is a public forum.
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